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democratic intellectual life, Dr. Benjamin Rush of Philadelphia was particularly outspoken. "The business of education/' observed this distinguished physician, "has acquired a new complexion by the independence of our country. The form of government we have assumed, has created a new class of duties to every American."9 If republicanism was to succeed, youth must be trained in public schools in the Christian religion, in patriotism, in civic understanding, in. practical skills, and in physical culture. Thomas Jefferson was even more explicit In 1779 he proposed a state plan of education which would have given every child in Virginia an elementary schooling in locally managed public schools. The most promising boys were to enjoy further training in academies and colleges, the poorer ones being provided with scholarships for that purpose. By such a selective process Jefferson hoped that the genuine talents of boys of the poorer class might be developed and utilized for public service. Washington, Hamilton, and Madison all approved the scheme for a national university that would enable talented young men, whatever their economic circumstances, to advance knowledge through research and to receive training for public service. Before the end of the century programs for a democratic education suited to American needs were developed "fri a series of essays submitted for a prize offered by the American Philosophical Society for the best educational plan for the Republic.
Most proponents of a democratic culture included within its scope the education of girls, whose opportunities for study had been so circumscribed in the colonial period and were still similarly circumscribed both in America and in Europe. In 1783 the Reverend Timothy Dwight, who trenchantly criticized the superficial character of the education meted out to girls of the more favored class, removed to Greenfield Hill, Connecticut, where he opened a school that trained girls as well as boys in college preparatory subjects. About the same time another pioneer in the education of girls, Caleb Bingham, opened a school for girls in Boston. The general feeling among cultural patriots and democrats was that mothers exerted a profound influence on their sons during the impressionable years, and that they should for that reason, if for no other, be sufficiently trained in history, civics, and related fields to enable them to mold the characters an.d minds of the future officeholders and voters of the nation. Even more truly democratic was the application of the
9 Benjamin Rush, "Of the Mode of Education in a Republic," Essays, Literary, Mord, and Philosophical (Philadelphia, 1798), 6-7.